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RETAINING WALL 
B-7 

 
 

A building permit is required for retaining walls in excess of 4 feet. This measurement is taken from the 
bottom of the footing to the top of the masonry. Retaining walls of any size supporting a surcharge other than soil also 
require a building permit. The appropriate San Diego County Regional Standard may be used for construction. Link 
provided below. Contact the Building Division for information on how to obtain a building permit for a retaining wall.  

 

 
For construction details refer to the San Diego County Regional Standards at: 

http://www.regional-stds.com/home/book/drawings. 

NOTE: When retaining walls are part of an approved grading plan, a separate building 
permit will NOT be issued. Review design for retaining walls that are a part of a grading 
plan with your civil engineer and Land Development Engineering.  Retaining walls that 
are part of the approved grading will be inspected by the Construction Management & 
Inspection division. 

 

 INSPECTIONS 

 Inspections must be performed and approved during several phases of retaining wall construction. 
Please call for an inspection at the following times: 

 When the footing has been excavated, the reinforcing steel is tied into its final position, and the site 
is ready for concrete to be placed, a foundation inspection is required. 

 An inspection of the wall reinforcement and masonry unit lay-up is required before grouting the 
wall. 

 If clean out holes are used, masonry may be laid to the full height of the grout pour before calling 
for the inspection. Grout shall then be poured in a continuous pour in lifts not exceeding six feet. 

 If clean out holes are not used, a pregrout inspection is required prior to each grout pour. Block 
cannot be laid higher than the grout pour. Note that cleanouts are required for all grout pours in 
excess of five feet. 

 After grouting is complete, and wall drain systems are in place, a backfill/drainage inspection is 
required.  

 When all backfill and fine grading operations are finished, a final inspection is required. 

 

BUILDING PLANCHECK CHECLIST FOR RETAINING WALLS 

Provide a fully dimensioned site plan drawn to scale. Show: 

 North Arrow 
 Easements 
 Existing & Proposed Structures 
 Retaining Wall(s) 
 Property Lines (dimensioned from street) 
 Show Proposed location(s) of walls 
 Show wall heights (top of wall-TW and bottom of wall-BW) at ends of walls, tallest points of wall & 

at points of height change. 
 Drainage patterns 
 Existing and proposed slopes 
 Existing topography 

 
Include on plans: 

 Site address 
 Assessor’s parcel number 
 Legal description 
 

Grading quantities: Cut_________  Fill__________  Import/Export________ 

http://www.regional-stds.com/home/book/drawings


 

B-7 Page 2 of 2 Rev. 08/10 

Figure 1 / Type 1 Retaining Wall with Sloping Backfill
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        Community & Economic 

                  Development     

Site Plan for  
Pools & 

Retaining Walls 
1\8 inch scale shown 

Site Address:           A.P.N 

Legal Description: 

Contractor’s Name      State Lic. #:   Phone: 

Owner’s Name       

Address:           Phone: 

  

Site Plan Checklist 

 Dimensioned & to scale 

Shown: 
 North Arrow 

 All existing and proposed 

structures 

 Property lines dimensions 

 Drainage patterns 

 Existing & proposed slopes 

 Slope cross section 

 Distance from pool to property   

lines and all structures 

 Distance- house to water’s edge 

 Distance- pool heater to P/L and 

any operable window 

 Length, width & sq. ft. of pool 

 Existing topography and pool’s 

distance from toe/top of slope 

 Easements 

 Pool fencing w/height & gate 

compliance noted. 

 ROW permit required. 

 Indicate what will happen w/ soil 

excavated 

For Retaining Walls Add:  

 Wall heights at ends of walls or at 

any change in height. TW=top of 

wall, BW=bottom of wall. 

 Cross-section of wall stating wall 

height above and below grade 

 Grading quantities:                           

Cut___________ Fill__________        

Import/Export 

The discharge of pollutants to any storm drainage 
system is prohibited. No solid waste, petroleum 
byproducts, soil particulate, construction waste 
materials, or waste water generated on 
construction site or by construction activities shall 
be placed, conveyed or discharged into the street, 
gutter or storm drain system.          

This project shall comply with the 2013 CA 
Building Code, 2013 CA Mechanical Code, 
2013 CA Plumbing Code, 2013 CA Electrical 
Code, 2013 CA Energy Efficiency Standards 
and City of Carlsbad Municipal Code. 
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Scale used: 
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