
What the city is doing 
The City of Carlsbad has a full-time Wildfire Mitigation Specialist who works 
alongside the Fire, Environmental Sustainability, and Parks & Recreation 
departments to enhance community safety. Together, they:

• Are developing a wildfire mitigation plan using data-driven strategies to 
manage vegetation and help residents make homes more wildfire-resistant.

• Maintain city-owned land by pruning trees, removing dead or dying 
vegetation and reducing brush.

• Ensure HOAs maintain defensible space next to open areas.

• Oversee an annual hazard reduction program to clear weeds and overgrown 
vegetation on vacant land.

• Promote Firewise USA recognition for communities committed to wildfire 
preparedness.

Balancing wildfire prevention with 
habitat conservation
The city balances wildfire prevention with protecting natural open spaces and 
habitats, while complying with the law.

Our Habitat Management Plan guides how we preserve natural areas and 
manage development within Carlsbad. The plan promotes conserving native 
plant and animal habitat, managing protected lands and ensuring public use 
aligns with conservation efforts. 

With that in mind, there are some restrictions on managing plants and trees. 
For example:

• State and federal rules limit the clearing of habitat and open space near
homes, and sensitive habitat is protected within the city.

• Removing habitat outside preserves requires permits, mitigation and
protecting breeding birds. Native plants cannot be removed from preserves.

By working together within these rules, we can reduce wildfire risks while 
protecting Carlsbad’s natural beauty.

Stay informed
Learn how to create defensible 

space, see what the city is doing to 
reduce wildfire impacts, and view 
the latest state fire hazard map at 
carlsbadca.gov/firemigitation.

WORKING TOGETHER TO 
MINIMIZE WILDFIRE RISK
Preventing wildfires is a shared responsibility. The City of Carlsbad is taking action to reduce 
fire risk, and residents can take steps to help protect their homes and neighborhoods, too.

https://www.carlsbadca.gov/firemitigation


Declutter your yard
	� Regularly remove dead plants, leaves, branches and debris. 

	� Store flammable materials, including garbage cans, 
propane tanks, firewood and lumber at least 5 feet away 
from your home.

	� Keep storage sheds and other flammable structures more 
than 30 feet away from your home.

	� Remove flammable materials and dead or dying plants 
around your home, especially in the first 5 feet. This space 
creates a buffer zone between your property and an 
advancing fire or embers.

Near your roof 
	� Remove dead leaves, pine needles and 
debris from your roof and gutters. 

	� Cover attic venting and chimneys with 
1/8-inch metal mesh screens to keep embers out.

Trees and landscaping
	� Trim trees back from eaves so they don’t overlap with your 
roof or chimney.

	� Remove wood chips or mulch within the first 5 feet of your 
home. Use rock, gravel, brick or concrete. 

	� If using plants on your property, choose fire-smart varieties, 
keep them well-watered and space them in a mosaic 
pattern at least 5 feet from your home. Keep grass and 
weeds trimmed to 4 inches or less.

Don’t wait. Evacuate.
	� If you are advised to evacuate, leave quickly 
to avoid being trapped by fire, smoke or  
traffic congestion. 

	� Close windows and doors before evacuating,  
if time permits.

Be prepared
Scan the code to learn more about preparing 
for emergencies and sign up for alerts.

PROTECT YOUR HOME FROM WILDFIRE
Create defensible space. Take the steps below to safeguard your home from wildfire year-round.


